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CONTRIBUTIONS TO PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS

To register a separate copyright: Form A5 (see page 206), deposit 1 com-
plete copy of the periodical, fee $2.

WHEN AN AUTHOR SELLS a story, article, or poem to a magazine or
newspaper, his contribution, if it has never before been published,
is usually copyrighted as part of the periodical. After publication he
may have the copyright assigned to him and recorded in the Copy-
right Office. With the possible exception of his contribution's being
expanded into book form, changing its design and expression funda-
mentally, any further use made of it must carry the date of the first
copyright. In other words, its copyright term originates with its first
publication, and to retain its effectiveness must be renewed 28 years
after that date.

The magazine can assign to authors (or others) the copyright of the
individual contributions without vitiating the copyright of the periodi-
cal as a whole. This is the one exception to the Indivisibility' of copy-
rights. However, the assignment must be without reservation so far
as that contribution is concerned, or the author is only a licensee.

If the author wishes his contribution to be copyrighted in his
own name in the first place, he must arrange with his publisher to
have a separate copyright line, preferably placed under its title or at
the foot of the first page on which it appears: 'Copyright 1945 by
John Doe/ He then files an application for registration (Form A5)
immediately on publication, depositing as soon as it is available a
complete copy of the newspaper or magazine. It is not sufficient to
file only the pages on which it appears. The fee is $2. In the case of
a work published serially, each installment must have a separate regis-
tration. The only exception made is in the case of a book in English
first published serially abroad, and seeking ad interim copyright
(q.v.).
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